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Your BMW Deserves Dinan

It was built to perform. Dinan will make sure that it does.

Where The Best
Costs Less

When times get tough, savvy BMW
owners get going to Dinan. That’s
because they know Dinan offers top
value, combining unmatched technical
knowledge with affordable prices. Our
outstanding reputation is based on
over 30 years of specialization in BMW
service and a passion for the product.

Your BMW was built to perform.
Let Dinan keep it that way.

The More You Spend, The More You Save!
Spend This Save This on Labor

Over $1,000 on service
Over $2,000 on service
Over $3,000 on service

Offers valid only at Dinan Service Centers on BMW makes only. Special discount cannot be applied to a deductible. Special discount on labor only.
Please present coupon when service order is written. May not be combined with other coupons, discounts, or specials. Expires 2/28/13.

Mountain View 2232 0ld Middlefield Way . '

(650) 265-2192 Mon - Fri 7:30AM - 6PM

Campbell 980 Camden Avenue .

@08) 7661232 Hon- i 130 Pl Service Centers
Morgan Hill 865 Jarvis Drive Expert Indeper.wdent BMW / l\/|-INI Maintenance & Repair
(408) 465-4009 Mon - Fri 7:30AM - 5PM dinanservice.com



http://www.dinancars.com

KNOWS THE ROAD
OUR BUSINESS’ SUCCESS"

When it comes to promoting your business, you want results. At TMD,
increasing your market share is what we do best. Our award winnin
service advertising agency can design the marketing strategy and media that e
you need to give your business a competitive edge. All you have to do is call

us and enjoy the ride. 831.758.6425

WWW TMDCREATIVE. COM


http://www.TMDcreative.com

Free Loaner Cars

Free Shuttle to BART
Personal Service at Competitive Prices
We Maintain Your New & Extended Warranties

BMW Speclallsts Since 1974 2300 Fourth Street (at Bancroft Way)
Berkeley ¢ (510) 549-1515

J () )) “)0)()sl59) Mon—Fri 8:00-5:30 (6:30 Thurs)

emal/ info@hbspecialists.com  Near the University Ave/Hwy 80 exit in Berkeley

We Are.

At Bavarian Professionals, we take such words as “demanding”, “exacting”, “meticulous” and “prompt”
to heart. We are trained experts specializing in BMWs—our clients expect nothing less. After all, some of
them are as German in their love for these automabiles as we are. Bavarian Professionals:
Verlangt das beste®.

BAVARIAN|

*Demanding the best,

FPROFESSIDMNALS

510. 524.6000 » 1218 Seventh Street » Berkeley » team@bavpros.com ® www.bavpros.com
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BMW Car Club

1969-2013: Celebrating
44 years of BMW enthusiasm

in the Golden Gate region.

==

Golden Gate Chapter Contacts

BOARD MEMBERS

GGCBoard  Board@ggcbmweca.org

President  Donna Seeley President@ggcbmweca.org

Vice President ~ Kelly Collins VicePresident@ggchmwecca.org

Secretary  Jared Petrie Secretary@ggcbmwcca.org

Treasurer -~ Tamara Hull Treasurer@ggchmwecca.org

Membership Chair  Eric Ries [408 641-8937] MembershipChair@ggcbmwcca.org
Members-at-Large  Roger Ball, Canyon Chan

EVENT STAFF
Chief Driving Instructors ~ Peter Vinsel , Billy Maher
[707 546-5572] TrackSchools@ggchmweca.org

Chief Steward ~ Jeff Stowe

Track School Project Manager -~ Kelly Collins TrackSchools@ggchmweca.org
Driving Events Coordinator -~ Tammi Hull DEC@ggcbmwecca.org

Chief Scrutineer - Ramon Le Francois [408 956-1662]

Car-Control Clinic Coordinators ~ Canyon Chan, Grant Low, Mark Magee, and
Paula Williamson CarControl@ggchmweca.org

Autocross Coordinator ~ Rodger Ball and Jeff Roberts Autox@ggchmwcca.org
Autocross Timing & Scoring ~ Brian Cheung AutoxTiming@ggcbmwcca.org
Technical Session Coordinator -~ Hernan Pelassini TechSessions@ggcbmweca.org
Social Events Coordinator  Eric Ries SocialDirector@ggcbmweca.org

Driving Tours Organizer -~ Mike Zampiceni Tours@ggcbmweca.org

Charitable Events Coordinator  Joe Fant CharitableEvents@ggcbmweca.org

BOMBE TEAM

Editor-in-Chief  Kelly Kirkland Bombe@ggcbmwecca.org

Advertising Manager  Percy Chow [925 323-4844] Advertising@ggcbmwcca.org
Regular Contributors  Jonathan Bush, Percy Chow, Dennis Harrold

Printing  Commerce Printing

[Requests for replacement or extra copies of the GGC newsletter should be directed to the
membership chair at MembershipChair@ggcbmweca.org.]
COMMUNICATIONS TEAM

Communications Manager ~ Kelly Collins CommMgr@ggchmweca.org
Webmaster  Kris Linquist Webmaster@ggchmwcca.org

Graphic Design -~ Percy Chow www.percydesign.com

AREA REPRESENTATIVES

North Bay  Paula Williamson [707 695-3998] NorthBayRep@ggcbmwecca.org

San Francisco - 1an Dunn [253 797-0273] SFAreaRep@ggchmweca.org

FastBay  Athena Brekke EastAreaRep@ggchmwecca.org

Peninsula  Jeff Cowan [650283-4938], Ken Glidewell PeninsulaAreaRep@ggchmweca.org
SouthBay ~ Ryan Rich [408 641-0780] SouthAreaRep@ggchmwcca.org

Monterey Bay Area  Jeff Roberts MontereyAreaRep@ggchmwcca.org

San Luis Obispo Area  Dennis Harrold SLOAreaRep@ggcbmweca.org

BMW CCA PACIFIC REGION VP
Nick Owen [619 456-7654] PacificRYP@bmwcca.org

GGC
e-Blast  http://tiny.cc/ggcbmwecca_subscribe

www.ggchmwcca.org

GGC www.facebook.com/ggcbmweca

BMW CCA www.facebook.com/bmwcca

GGC http://twitter.com/ggchmwcca
Autocross http://twitter.com/ggcbmwccaautox
BMW CCA http://twitter.com/bmwcca

BMW CCA www.bmwcca.org

0’Fest  www.bmwccaOfest.org

www.ggcbmwcca.org

usternde

Bombe

January/February 2013
“The Whispering Bomb”

The Official Magazine of the
Golden Gate Chapter, BMW CCA

die

Volume 42, No. 1

Membership Guide Contents
Golden Gate Chapter:

Overview and Welcome.........cccoovvveveieiiinieiieeneen,

Advertiser Index and Fine Print

BMW CCA Benefits:
Discounts and Dealers..........ccccevvvvevieeirinieiieeeneen, 6
OVEIVIEW . uveeiiiecirieee ettt e et eerare e e eesaraeeeeeens 7

Social Activities:

OVEIVIEW .oei e eeiieectie ettt et e it e esve e e vaeeeaes 8
Driving Tours.......occovviiiiininiiiice 10
Tech SesSiONS.....cueeeereeriecieeeteecireeeee e et 11
Monterey Vintage Week .........ccccovvrueeininncccnnnnee 12
BMW CCA Oktoberfest ........cccvevueerrevueereereenennn. 13

Driving Activities:

Overview Of Local Tracks ....cccoovvveeveeeereiveeereeennen. 14
Car-Control Clinics .......cceevveeeeireeveeereeceeereeereeneenns 16
AUTOCIOSS .nvvvieeereeeirieeeireeeteeesireeesraeesvaeessaeeenns 18
High-Performance-Driving Schools...........c.c......... 20
Shop Biographies:
Bavarian Professionals............cccoovevveerievreereenneenene. 23
Bill Arnold, Independent......c..cccvveeereeencnvncnnnnenes 24
Edge Motor Works........ccccoeiiiiiiiiniiiiiiiinns 25
H & B, NG e 26
MESEIVICE. c.uvviieeeieeiiieee ettt 27
ON THE COVER

Active volunteer and photographer Kris Linquist
captures two icons of the Golden Gate Chapter.

January/February 2013 | Die Fliisternde Bombe 3


http://www.ggcbmwcca.org
http://www.ggcbmwcca.org/about-ggc/communications?id=7
mailto:Board%40ggcbmwcca.org?subject=
mailto:President%40ggcbmwcca.org?subject=
mailto:VicePresident%40ggcbmwcca.org?subject=
mailto:Secretary%40ggcbmwcca.org?subject=
mailto:Treasurer%40ggcbmwcca.org?subject=
mailto:MembershipChair%40ggcbmwcca.org?subject=
mailto:TrackSchools%40ggcbmwcca.org?subject=
mailto:TrackSchools%40ggcbmwcca.org?subject=
mailto:DEC%40ggcbmwcca.org%20?subject=
mailto:CarControl%40ggcbmwcca.org%20?subject=
mailto:Autox%40ggcbmwcca.org%20?subject=
mailto:AutoxTiming%40ggcbmwcca.org?subject=
mailto:TechSessions%40ggcbmwcca.org%20?subject=
mailto:SocialDirector%40ggcbmwcca.org?subject=
mailto:Tours%40ggcbmwcca.org%20?subject=
mailto:CharitableEvents%40ggcbmwcca.org%20?subject=
mailto:%20Bombe%40ggcbmwcca.org?subject=Newsletter%20question%3A%20
mailto:Advertising%40ggcbmwcca.org?subject=
mailto:MembershipChair%40ggcbmwcca.org?subject=
mailto:CommMgr%40ggcbmwcca.org?subject=
mailto:Webmaster%40ggcbmwcca.org?subject=
http://www.percydesign.com
mailto:NorthBayRep%40ggcbmwcca.org?subject=
mailto:SFAreaRep%40ggcbmwcca.org?subject=
mailto:EastAreaRep%40ggcbmwcca.org?subject=
mailto:PeninsulaAreaRep%40ggcbmwcca.org?subject=
mailto:SouthAreaRep%40ggcbmwcca.org?subject=
mailto:MontereyAreaRep%40ggcbmwcca.org%20?subject=
mailto:SLOAreaRep%40ggcbmwcca.org?subject=
mailto:PacificRVP%40bmwcca.org?subject=
http://www.ggcbmwcca.org
http://www.ggcbmwcca.org
http://tiny.cc/ggcbmwcca_subscribe
http://www.facebook.com/ggcbmwcca
http://www.facebook.com/bmwcca
http://twitter.com/ggcbmwcca
http://twitter.com/ggcbmwccaautox
http://twitter.com/bmwcca
http://www.bmwcca.org
http://www.bmwccaOfest.org

Your Independent

BMW, Mini, Mercedes
& Audi Spemahsts

Now servicing

) 2008 MOUNT DIABLO BLVD. (&) yww.mserviceinc.ce
— WALNUT CREEK, CA 94596 "= .00 925.932.8744
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DAVID GRAFF

A

LOCATED IN CLUB AUTO SPORT IN SAN JOSE WWW,BORELLIMOTORSPORTS.COM (408} 770-1220
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BMW Car Club @

WHO WE ARE:
Chapter Overview

The Golden Gate Chapter of the BMW CCA is
one of the largest chapters in the United States,
with 4,300 members. It began as the Stanford
BMW Clubin 1969, growing over the years to cover
a vast geography, spanning the region from just
north of Santa Barbara to the California-Oregon
border, and from the Pacific Ocean to the western
edge of the Sacramento Valley.

Our chapter is run entirely by volunteers who
donate their time and effort to benefit their fellow
members. We organize and sponsor dozens of
driving and social events each year, including
several high-performance driving schools. These
events are held at local tracks such as Sonoma
Raceway, Mazda Laguna Seca Raceway, and Thun-
derhill Raceway Park.

We also have a very active autocross program
with its own championship series. Each year the
season ends with the Top Driver Shootout and
the award of the Fechner Trophy, named for
an early GGC member who championed auto-
cross competition.

The Golden Gate Chapter also pioneered
street-safety schools—now called car-control
clinics—and sponsors several each year. These
schools provide basic car-control-skill training for
our members. We believe the result of this training
has saved many lives over the years.

While we are a car club, not everything we do
involves driving—far from it! We have a rich array
of social activities, including the annual chapter
Summer Party, the BMW Festorics at Monterey,
Cars 'n' Coffee get-togethers, local meet-and-
greets in various areas within the region, and
many more activities. In addition, we organize
BMW-Mini-only parking corrals at professional
races, and we produce popular local-area driv-
ing tours.

If you want to meet like-minded enthusiasts
who share your passion for the Ultimate Driv-
ing Machine, the Golden Gate Chapter is the
place for you! m

www.ggcbmwcca.org

S Golden Gate Chapter: overview & welcome

Letter from
the President

by Donna Seeley

elcome to the GGC’s first

Membership Guide! This special issue of the

Die Fliisternde Bombe—aflectionately called

“The Bomb”—will familiarize you with the
many benefits of your BMW CCA membership. Our goal is to
encourage you to be a part of the Golden Gate Chapter’s activities,
to make you say, “Hey, that looks like fun!” and “I didn’t know
that!” and “Yay, Oktoberfest is coming to Monterey this August!”

I¢’s easy to travel a narrow path through a club member-
ship. I joined the BMW CCA only because the previous owner
of my first BMW nagged me for two months. It was anoth-
er year of just leafing through the Bombe before an ad for a
Thunderhill driving school really caught my attention. When
I went to the prerequisite car-control clinic, I realized what I'd
been missing; a really fun group of people to hang out with!

That’s really what this club is all about: We hang out with
other people who like each other and their BMWs. I've heard
people say that they didn’t think theyd fit in because their
BMW is old, or “just a basic 3 Series.” Pshaw! One of my own
favorite cars was a 1989 325i, clad in several shades of fad-
ed red, and sporting three crumpled fenders (hey, those were
acquired before I rescued her!). And one new member came to
our monthly board meetings to get more involved, even though
he drives a Honda Accord while he saves up for a BMW.

In shorg, if you like your BMW—or your future BMW, or
a previous BMW— you'll fit right in. How about that Mini
Cooper? Yes, it, too, has roundels on many of its parts—and
the right attitude on the part of many of its owners!

People join the BMW CCA for a variety of reasons. We
want you to go beyond that national membership—for some,
it’s more of a Roundel subscription—and inspire you to get
involved with the Golden Gate Chapter. Our aim is to make
you happy that you made the decision to join the BMW
CCA; as you'll see in this issue, our offerings provide you with
a lot of enticing choices for where to jump into the fold.

Volunteering is another way our members get involved. GGC
is an organization fueled entirely by volunteers; each of our events
is planned and staffed by folks who donate their time—and gain
the satisfaction of seeing that you have a great time. The easiest
way to get involved “behind the camera” is to email the contact for
an event you're planning to attend, and ask if they need a hand.

But for the next few minutes, just enjoy looking through this
issue at what we have to offer. There are driving events, social events,
member-only discounts, BMW rebates, and much more—it’s all
here. Grab a highlighter and some Post-It flags, and dive in! ®
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S BMw CCA Benefits: discounts and dealers

Independent Service & Supply| Gity | Discount | Phone _JURL |

BMW CCA DISCOU NTS Berkeley Motor Works Albany 10% Labor 510528-1214 | www.berkeleymotor.com
German Auto Kraft Belmont 20% Labor on maint/brake rep 650 595-2777 i www.germanautokraft.com
Bavarian Professionals Berkeley 10% Labor 510 524-6000 i www.bavpros.com
One Of the many mem ber BTM Motorwerks Campbell 5% Parts/Labor 408369-1911 { www.btmmotorwerks.com
benefits of BMW CCA is a Dinan Engineering Campbell 10% Labor 408 866-0606 : www.dinancars.com
_ | d t t RennWerks Performance Campbell 10% Labor/5% Parts 408 370-7480 : www.rennwerks.com
members on y Iscoun a Auto Analysts Castro Valley 10% Labor 510582-0201 i www.autoanalysts.com
various Pa rticipating services Edge Motorworks Dublin 10% Labor 925 479-0797 ; www.edgemotorworks.com
and dealers. BE|OW yOU can Alekshop Fremont 10% Labor/free tech ilnsp 925609-4559 i www.alekshop.com
. . Auto Concierge Fremont 10% off quoted full detail 925852-1962 | www.justwaxed.net
ﬁnd the busmesses In our area Double 02 Salvage Hayward 10% Used Parts 510782-2002 i www.002salvage.com
who offer our members a dis- Sound Innovations Hayward 10% Parts 510471-9062 ;| www.soundinnovations.com
count. Please note that bUSi' BavariariMot?rsport Milpitas 100/? Parts 408 956-1662 www.Pavarianmotorsport.net
Jam Engineering Monterey Various parts 831372-1787 : www.jameng.com
nesses often reCIUire you to Dinan Engineering Morgan Hill 10% Labor 408779-8584 : www.dinancars.com
ShOW your cu rrent BMW CCA Corporate Auto Works Mountain View 10% Parts/Labor 650 691-9477 i www.corporateautoworks.com
. . Dinan Engineering Mountain View 10% Labor 650962-9401 : www.dinancars.com
mem berShIp Ca I’d In Order to Track Star Racing Mountain View 10% Parts/Labor 650961-2350 i www.trackstarracing.com
receive the diSCOUﬂt. Performance Technic, Inc. Pleasanton 10-15% Parts 925426-1361 i www.performancetechnic.com
SAS German Auto Pleasanton 10% Parts 925 846-4886 : www.sasgermanauto.com
Please contact us Wlth any Portola Valley Garage Portola Valley 10% Labor 650 851-7442 : www.pvgarage.com
. . Valley Motorwerks Rancho Cordova i 10% Parts/Labor 916 636-9526 ;| www.vmwerks.com
deletlons to the IISt due to a Rossi’s Tire & Auto Service Salinas Various 831424-0011 § www.rossitire.com
company being out of busi- Bimmers Independent San Carlos Various 650591-2474 : www.bimmersindependent.com
. German Motor Collission Ctr San Francisco $100 off repairs over $1,000 415551-2639 | www.sfgermanmotors.com
ness. We aSk that add|t|ons, John Gardiner Automotive San Francisco 10% Labor 415777-2697 i www.jgauto.com
Changes, or deletions (nO Phaedrus San Francisco 10% Parts 415 567-8000 ;| www.phaedrusmd.com
Ionger participating in diS- Vanguard Motors San Francisco 10% Labor 415 255-8450 : www.vanguardmotors.com
Borelli Motor Sports San Jose 10% Service/Labor 408770-1220 i www.borellimotorsports.com
count program) are requested Extreme Performance San Jose 10% Parts/Labor 408 923-6404 : www.xperformance.com
by the business owner directly_ 2002 Haus San Luis Obispo | 5% Parts 805 541-2002 i www.2002haus.com
. . Heynneman European San Rafael $50 off service 415 499-1234 | www.heynnemaneuropean.com
Updates ShOU|d be dlreCted to: West Bay Bavarian San Rafael 10% Parts/Labor/Dinan work 415 457-0820 | www.westbaybavarian.com
CommMgl’@QQCbmwcca.Org. Diablo Motors San Ramon 10% Parts/Labor 925 830-4269 ;| www.diablomotors.com
Bavarian Enterprises Santa Clara Various Parts 408 737-6100 : www.bavarian-enterprise.com
Catalpa Street Garage Santa Cruz 10% Parts 831464-2269 | www.catalpastreetgarage.com
Nate Smith’s Optimal Auto Santa Cruz 10% Parts 831476-1332 : www.optimalauto.com
German Auto Santa Maria 10% Parts 805922-1262 i www.germanautosm.net
Bavarian Tuning Santa Rosa 10% Parts/Labor 707 575-3757 § www.bavarian-tuning.com
GS Tuning Santa Rosa 10% Sales/Service 707 284-2680 i www.gstuningbmw.com
BMW Performance Driving School Spartanburg, SC i 15% off driving programs BMWusa.com §{ www.bmwusa.com/performancecenter
Milt’s Service Garage Vallejo 10% Parts/Labor 707 643-7548 | www.miltsservicegarage.com
M Service Walnut Creek 109% Parts/Labor, up to $100 925932-8744 : www.mserviceinc.com
evosport 10% Parts, $1000 svc=free dyno i 888 520-9971 i www.evosport.com
Patelco Credit Union Special Offer 415 442-6200 : www.Patelco.org
| Dealership Discounts | Gty | Discount [ Phone _JURL |
LOCAL BMW DEALERS Weatherford BMW Berkeley Various 510 654-8280 : www.weatherfordbmw.com
BMW Concord Concord 10% Parts/15% Accessories 925 682-3577 i www.bmwconcord.com
Mini of Concord Concord 10% Parts/15% Accessories 867 704-9479 : www.miniofconcord.com
The Golden Gate Chapter BMW of Fremont Fremont 10% Parts/ Labor/15% Accessories: 510 360-5900 i www.bmwoffremont.com
covers a vast area and Subse— Mini of Marin Marin 415737-0500 : www.miniofmarin.com
quently has several BMW and gmll of Humbolfjt Blay McKinIeiviIie 10% Parts 707 839-4269 www.bmwofhumboliitb'ay.com
of Mountain View Mountain View 10% Parts 650 943-1000 : www.bmwofmountainview.com
Mini dealerships for you to | eastsaysmw Pleasanton 10% Parts 800 505-4801 | www.eastbaybmw.com
choose from. This is the list Of East Bay Mini Pleasanton 866 549-5589 i www.eastbaymini.com
. . BMW of Roseville* Roseville 10% Parts 916 782-9434 i www.bmwofroseville.com
dealerShlpS Inourarea, as We“ BMW of San Francisco San Francisco 10% Parts 415 863-9000 : www.bmwsf.com
as the discounts they offer to Mini of San Francisco San Francisco 877 209-9322 i www.minisf.com
Club members. Do remem- Coast BMW San Luis Obispo 10% Parts 805 543-4423 { www.coastbmw.com
. Peter Pan BMW San Mateo 10% Parts 650 349-9077 : www.peterpanbmw.com
be.r to b”ng yOUI’. member_ Peter Pan BMW Parts/Svc SB?J?ImZZErg/e 10% Parts 650204-7600 ;| www.peterpanbmw.com
Shlp card to show in order to Sonnen BMW San Rafael 10% Parts 415482-2000 ; www.sonnenbmw.com
receive the discount. Stevens Creek BMW Santa Clara 10% Parts & Labor 408 249-9070  www.stevenscreekbmw.com
Mini of Stevens Creek Santa Clara 408 260-4900 : www.miniofstevenscreek.com
BMW of Santa Maria Santa Maria 10% Parts 805 614-0306 : www.bmwsm.com
Hansel BMW Santa Rosa 10% Parts 707 545-6602 : www.hanselbmwofsantarosa.com
BMW of Monterey Seaside 10% Parts 831899-5555 | www.bmwmonterey.com

*Sacramento Valley Chapter region
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of America
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Membership Benefits

By Ian Dunn

Membership Reward
Rebate Program

Members in good standing for the
past twelve months or more may be
eligible for a rebate on the purchase or
lease of a new or Certified Pre-Owned
(CPO) BMW. The rebates range
from $250 to $1,500, depending on
model. For more information, go to
www.bmwecca.org/vehicle_rebate. This
benefit alone more than pays for the
cost of your BMW CCA membership!

Club Events

Members in good standing have
exclusive access to local and national
events held throughout the year. These
events include social gatherings, tech
sessions, car-control clinics (CCC) to
sharpen your driving skills, autocross-
es, driving tours through local back
roads, and high-performance-driving
schools (HPDS) at world-renowned
race tracks. More information on
all these events can be found within
this membership guide and on our

WebSitC, Www.ggcbmwcca.org.

Publications

Roundel Magazine:
The BMW Car Club of America’s

national full-color magazine, published

twelve times a year, provides coverage of

www.ggcbmwecca.org

Club events around the country, along
with feature stories on new BMW mod-
els, special models, and adventures—
and we have colorful, insightful colum-
nists. With 120-plus pages of articles,
reviews, and event coverage, Roundel has
been called “the best car-club magazine
on the planet” by Car and Driver Mag-
azine. The current issue can be found

here: www.bmwcca.org/roundel_mag.
Die Fliisternde Bombe:
Our Golden Gate Chapter’s local

magazine is published nine times per
year. Your connection to the activities
and perks of your chapter member-
ship, it provides news on prior and

upcoming events in the Bay Area.

Members are encouraged to submit
articles and photos for each issue. Please

contact the editor for further details!

Networks To Help You

One of the reasons to be in a club

is to have a place to go when you have
questions or issues. Among the perks

of BMW CCA membership is access to
our Technical Service Advisors for per-
sonalized advice, an ombudsman to help
with dealer issues, and the book Friends
of BMW: a roster of fellow BMW CCA
members who can offer coffee and
conversation, repair tools, workspace,

or sometimes even help when you're out

SIS BMW CCA Benefits: overview

on the road. The national and chapter

online forums give you a place to con-

nect with the BMW CCA community.

For members interested in buy-
ing and selling BMW-related items,
both the national website and the
local-chapter websites offer free classified
ads on the website and in Roundel Mag-
azine. Ads for Roundel must be placed
at bmwcca.org/classifieds/listings.php.

Product And Service Discounts

Being a member also provides
discounts with national corporations
offering products and services ranging
from hotels, insurance, rental cars, tires,
and more. For a full list of participating
companies, visit www.bmwcca.org/

membershipbenefits/discounts.

Local Shop Discounts

Many local shops offer discounts on
parts, labor, and services to BMW CCA
members with proof of membership. A
list of the shops currently offering dis-

counts in and around the Bay Area can

be found on of this guide. W

Current membership in the BMW
CCA is required for all events
listed in this magazine. It's easy
to sign up at www.bmwcca.org!
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http://www.ggcbmwcca.org
http://www.ggcbmwcca.org/about-ggc/communications?id=7
http://www.bmwcca.org/vehicle_rebate
http://www.bmwcca.org/vehicle_rebate
http://www.bmwcca.org/vehicle_rebate
www.ggcbmwcca.org
http://www.bmwcca.org/roundel_mag
http://www.bmwcca.org/roundel_mag
http://www.ggcbmwcca.org/about-ggc/communications?id=7
http://www.bmwcca.org/clubservices
http://www.bmwcca.org/clubservices
http://www.bmwcca.org/clubservices
http://www.bmwcca.org/classifieds/listings.php
http://www.bmwcca.org/membershipbenefits/discounts
http://www.bmwcca.org/membershipbenefits/discounts
www.bmwcca.org

NI 5ocial Activities: overview

Jeff Cowan

ﬁ—- . —.'l‘

e
7

Socﬁina Events

By Eric Ries

sk any active Golden Gate
Chapter member what
their favorite part of the
Club is, and the answer

you’ll hear most often is, “It’s the people
you meet and spend time with.” It’s
our hope that members who might not
be as interested in a car-centric event
will find the social events appealing.
The social element is a huge draw, so
our chapter organizers put a lot of
effort into putting on a wide variety of
events to offer our members. Among
those are tech sessions (see page
), local meet and greets, month-

ly board meetings (yes, these can be
fun!), karting challenges, Habitat for
Humanity work days, Cars ‘n’ Coffee
gatherings, the parking corrals at race
events, and the chapter summer party.

Cars ‘N’ Coffee

Cars ‘n’ Coffee (CnC) events are

becoming one of the most popular
recurring social events offered by
clubs across the nation. It’s a morn-
ing gathering of cars and their own-
ers that happens once a month at a
set location, typically a parking lot
near a coffee shop. Simple and infor-
mal, it’s a great way for members to
regularly meet up and interact.

Last year was the start of GGC’s
CnC events—and the reception was
tremendous! The South Bay edition

8 Die Fliisternde Bombe | January/February 2013
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was our first offering and, after a great
turnout, we quickly followed up with
East Bay and North Bay events.

We've found that CnC events are a
great way for any member to make the
most of their membership. It’s a simple
way to get more involved with people
who share your passion for BMWs.
Each event sees an amazing number of
regulars—and lots of first-timers, too.
As the participants come from a wide
variety of backgrounds, the conversa-
tions are interesting and varied. The
GGC autocrossers regularly show up
and have lively conversations com-
paring notes on setups and times. If
you're curious about autocrossing,
here’s your chance to talk to some
active participants on what it’s like.

The range of cars in the lot runs
the gamut from daily drivers to track
cars to concours-ready cars. We've also
had some of our great local Dinan reps
out to the events with their cars, chat
with members about Dinan goods.

Check the online GGC calendar for
2013 dates. The event hours are 9:00
a.m. to noon; members can swing by

whenever it’s convenient for them.
EVENT SEASON: Monthly,

year ‘round

EVENT HOURS: 09:00 - 12:00

LOCATION: Varies for each region,
see online calendar for specifics

COST: Free; attendees buy
their own food and drink

CONTACT:
SocialDirector@ggcbmwecca.org

CONNECT ON THE FORUM:
www.ggcbmwcca.org/forum/
misc-social-events m

Car Corrals

Many of us love to spend a day at

the races—like the Monterey Motor-
sport Reunion Races (see the Festorics
write-up for an extensive explanation),
ALMS, or WTCC—and it’s more fun
when you can hang out at the track
with your friends, cheering on the
race cars. As a service to our members,
we set up BMW/Mini group parking
corrals and tented hospitality areas at
the races, so you can get great views
of the action, refreshments, and a
shady place to sit with your friends!

Our volunteers put an amazing
effort into the corrals for our members.
Ask anyone—they will agree that our
corrals are the best in the Bay Area!
SEASON: Late spring to early fall
LOCATIONS:

Mazda Laguna Seca
Raceway, Monterey

Sonoma Raceway, Sonoma

PRICE RANGE: Varies (sometimes
free, plus price of race ticket)

CONTACT: Varies

www.ggcbmwcca.org
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The day starts early with an optional

drive that winds through the Santa Cruz

Jeff Cowan

mountains, which is a terrific adventure

all by itself! The driving tour ends at the
fabulous home of our hosts, Dave and
Bonnie Bell; they welcome us for a fun
afternoon of food, refreshments, and
socializing. Our gracious hosts’ wonder-
ful grounds, pool, and hot tub serve as

a great playground for young and old.

This is the event our seasoned
members look forward to the most

each year. Come on out and see why!

SEASON: July

PRICE: ~$30

REQUIREMENTS: Advanced
CONNECT ON THE FORUM: BMW CCA’s annual Oktoberfest, like registration (plus event fee)
www.ggcbmwcca.org/forum/ this year—keep your eyes peeled for All ages are welcome!
misc-social-events m more details on Oktoberfest 2013!) CONTACT:
Summer Party This is our aﬂﬂual,famﬂ}"ffieﬂdly SocialDirector@ggcbmwecca.org

chapter party that’s a barbecue and CONNECT ON THE FORUM:

The Golden Gate Chapter summer o0l party—all members are enthu-

party is by far the best social event of poo P www.ggcbmweca.org/forum/
o L

: ) siastically encouraged to join in! misc-social-events m

the year! (Except when we're hosting

NORTH BAY BAVARIAN

PERFORMANCE MADE PERFECT
Service | Maintenance | Brakes | Suspension | Engine | Parformqnca
Established 1987 ;'

The Finest Independent BMW / MINI Repair Facility in the North Bay

www.northbaybavarian.com
Tel: 707-545-0820 Mon-Fri 8:00-5:00
1801 € Empire Industrial Ct. Santa Rosa, CA 95403

FREE LOANER CARS. Mention This Ad & Receive a $25.00 DISCOUNT
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N social Activities: driving tours

Driving Tours

By Mike Zampiceni

o you enjoy exploring

great roads—especially
Bay Area back roads? Do
you like socializing with
other BMW enthusiasts? Then consider
joining one of the many driving tours
our chapter offers throughout the year!

There’s something about travel-
ing in your BMW with a group of
fellow Bimmerphiles that provides
an exhilarating experience unlike
any other type of Club event. These
tours offer a nice blend of driving
event and social event, creating a

special experience for our members.
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Our tours start from various
locations throughout the greater Bay
Area. Destinations extend north of
Clear Lake, and south of the Mon-
terey peninsula. Members in our
Central Coast region will be pleased
to note that we have an active con-
tingent there, too, with tours on
lesser-traveled roads extending from
Paso Robles to Santa Barbara.

The destinations often offer an addi-
tional interesting activity; whether it’s
a museum tout, a vintage-train ride, a
wine tour, or a beautiful nature area, the

participants always enjoy the event.

A FEW EXAMPLES OF PAST TOUR ACTIVITIES:
J Avisit to the elegant and refined Blackhawk Automotive Museum

% Rides on the Niles Canyon Railway’s vintage steam trains

Y A visit to the Western Railway Museum and a ride on their electric trains

in Rio Vista

*

restoration facility in Scotts Valley

* % X% % % X%

country destinations
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A guided tour of the Canepa Designs motorsports museum and

A guided tour of the Hiller Aviation Museum in San Carlos

Sipping wine and playing bocce ball at Garre Vineyards in Livermore
A docent-led tour of the spectacular Filoli Gardens in Woodside
Exploring Pinnacles National Monument, just south of Hollister
Touring the BMW vehicle-distribution center in Port Hueneme
Wine-tastings and tours in Napa Valley, Sonoma, and other area wine-

Before getting back on the road home,
we typically have lunch at a nearby rea-
sonably-priced, high-quality restaurant.

Since most of our tours are usually
free, they are a great bang for the buck
in terms of excitement. You'll never
have so much fun for the price of a
tank of gas! So the next time you're
in need of an entertaining drive, but
want to hang out with some good
friends at the same time, consider
road-testing one of our GGC tours.
You'll be pleased that you did! ®

TOUR SEASON: Year ‘round

EVENT HOURS: Half day to all day
LOCATIONS: Scenic byways of
the Bay Area and Central Coast
PRICE RANGE: Drive is free;
participants are responsible for
cost of any food/admission fees
REQUIREMENTS:

% BMW CCA membership

% A car or motorcycle
EXPERIENCE LEVEL: All are welcome!
CONTACT: Tours@ggcbmwcca.org
MORE INFO: www.ggcbmwcca.org/
driving-events/tours--group-drives

CONNECT ON THE FORUM:
www.ggcbmwcca.org/forum/tours

www.ggcbmwcca.org
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Tech 'Sessions

By Ryan Rich

re you interested in
learning more about
what makes your BMW
the Ultimate Driving
Machine? Our technical sessions are
aimed at providing members with
information they can use to make their

BMW ownership a first-rate experience.

We host several events throughout the
year, covering a wide range of catego-
ries, including proper maintenance,
performance modifications, automo-
tive detailing—even sessions that will
teach you what to look for in body
repair. Local shops in our area host
these sessions, providing an excellent
environment in which our members

can learn more about their cars.

We've had dyno-day events where
you can see how much power your
car is really putting out. Shops with
these dynamometer facilities are rare,
so these are special events. Basically,
your car is set up on a dyno to measure
the horsepower and torque it produc-
es. This is useful information to see
if your car is performing propetly, or
just for bragging rights! If you want
to classify your car for autocross and
have engine modifications, this type
of event is useful because it provides
you with a horsepower estimate. We
get a broad range of cars at these
events, from a BMW Active E to an
X5 M, and everything in between. We

www.ggcbmwecca.org

typically finish the day with a barbecue
and end up joking with our friends
about who has the most horsepower.

Sessions that cover automotive
detailing are very useful for learning
the correct way to maintain your car’s
sparkling looks—inside and out. You
can learn what products, tools, and
techniques work best for keeping
your car looking its best. Properly
taking care of your car’s paint helps
it not only look beautiful, but last
longer as well. Maintaining a good
protective layer of wax helps prevent
deterioration issues caused by Moth-
er Nature—and even rock chips!

A day at a shop with a certified
BMW-trained mechanic will teach you
basics about your vehicle that you may
never have known. Some topics that
might be covered include checking tire
pressures and oil level, what the differ-
ent indicator lights sig-
nify, and how to main-
tain proper fluid levels.

Shop days may also
include overviews on
how to properly identify
problem areas or per-
form common-main-
tenance procedures

on your vehicle—and

it isn’t uncommon

to hear members

exchanging tips

NI 5o cial Activities: tech sessions

<+ At a glance:

DATES: Event frequency
varies; year ‘round

PRICE RANGE: Typically free
EXPERIENCE LEVEL: All

CONTACT:
TechSessions@ggcbmwcca.org

CONNECT ON THE FORUM:
www.ggcbmwecca.org/
forum/tech-sessions

with each other on their techniques
for fixing things on their BMWs.
These sessions are particularly help-
ful for new drivers, or as a refresher
course for the do-it-yourself types.

Tech sessions are designed to teach
you more about your car and make
you feel confident driving your BMW
whether you're a novice driver, a shade-
tree mechanic, or a burgeoning track
rat. We love to hear new ideas for tech
sessions, so if there is an event you

would like to see, please contact us.

Membership in the BMW CCA
is your gateway to taking advan-
tage of your amazing car choice, so
come on out and learn something
useful at our events—while mak-
ing new friends. I hope to see you
at one of our sessions this year! W

Bill Arnold
415 459 BMWS
(2697)

Bill Arnold Independent BMW Service

68-D Woodland Avenue
San Rafael, CA 94901
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Monterey Vintage We

By Jeff Cowan and Kelly Kirkland

very automobile fan’s

mission in life is to attend
the legendary Monterey
vintage week at least once.
It's overwhelming in all the right ways:
world-class concours, auctions, vintage
races, and automotive camaraderie.

It’s not uncommon at a stoplight in
downtown Monterey to be boxed in by
Ferraris, Maseratis, or Lamborghinis—
new and old—with a cacophony of
sound that only can only be experienced
during this August week. It’s become

a Club tradition—an experience you'll
find unique and habit-forming.

Monterey’s vintage week has it roots
in the Pebble Beach Concours d’El-
egance. This famous event began in
1950, paired with a road race through
the pine-and-cypress forests of 17 Mile
Drive that ended in 1956. The Mon-
terey Historic races (recently renamed
the Motorsports Reunion) started
in 1974 as an homage to those early
races. In the years since, other events
have been developed; the week is now
considered one of the most amazing
automotive spectacles in the world.

The Legends Of The Autobahn

After twelve years of organizing a
wildly popular BMW CCA concours
within the all-Italian Concorso Italiano,
the BMW Club took a brave step: The
inaugural Legends Of The Autobahn
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became a stand-alone event in 2009
on the greens of Rancho Canada in
Carmel Valley. In 2010, it evolved into
Monterey’s first-ever all-German show
with the addition of the Porsche Club
of America and the Mercedes-Benz
Club of America. In 2012, we were
also joined by the Audi Club North
America, resulting in an event which
drew hundreds of cars and a swarm
of spectators. In the process, Legends
has gained national press coverage
and attention, as well as being wide-
ly considered as the best deal during
the otherwise expensive Car Week.

Our one-day concours quickly
gained support from BMW NA, who
often fly in cars from Germany for
display. We've been privileged to see
such exclusive cars as the 328 Hommage,
the one-off carbon-fiber M8, and the
American debuts of the BMW F10 M5
and Concept Z4 Zagato Roadster.

The Legends concours awards
clean-car prizes to those owners who
like to detail their cars into show-stop-
ping condition. There are also some
very special models brought out as
display-only cars, such as pre-war cars,
race cars, and vintage transporters. But
it’s not only the show cars that stand
out; a multitude of interesting cars may
be found in the regular parking corrals.
The whole event has a pleasant coun-
try-club feel, and is not to be missed!

A
m

DATES: August, the third weekend of
the month, Friday through Sunday

AUGUST 16,2013: Legends
of the Autobahn

AUGUST 17-18, 2013: Festorics
at the Monterey Reunion Races

LOCATION: Monterey Peninsula

LEGENDS OF THE AUTOBAHN:
Rancho Canada, Carmel Valley

FESTORICS: Mazda Laguna
Seca Raceway, Monterey

REQUIREMENTS:
% Event fees and registration
EVENT WEBSITES:

www.legendsoftheautobahn.org
www.festorics.org

The BMW Festorics

BMW owners got in on Laguna

Seca’s Monterey Historics action in
1987 with Coupefest, a gathering of

E9 coupes parked above Turn Five to
watch the races. In 1992, the BMW
CCA got involved, hosting an all-l BMW
event called BMW Fest. Eventually, that
celebration became the BMW Festorics.
Our Club corral holds over 200 cars,
and the 500 members attending each
year enjoy comfortable track-side view-
ing, hospitality tents, and catered meals.

BMW of North America brings
classic BMW Motorsport cars to race
during the weekend, including the
1980 IMSA M1, the 1978 Group 5
320 Turbo, and the 1975 IMSA GT
3.0CSL. Famous drivers such as Brian
Redmond, Bobby Rahal, and others
are regularly invited to pilot these cars.
Privateer BMW racers range from
prewar to classic 70s race cars—and
these race cars occasionally stop by our

corral so our members can see them.

The action in Laguna Seca’s race
paddock is equally breathtaking. Spec-
tators can walk among an incredible
array of vintage race cars still warm
from their laps on the track—includ-
ing a few spectacular BMWs!

www.ggcbmwcca.org
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Oktoberf;;t comes to
Monterey in 2013!
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By Tammi Hull

hile BMW CCA
Oktoberfest vet-
erans are excited
about the national
event coming our way, some of you may
have no idea what we're talking about.
What is Oktoberfest, you ask? Why will it
be in Monterey? What are the dates again?

Oktoberfest—commonly abbre-
viated O’Fest—is the BMW CCA’s
premier annual national event. It’s a
week-long party, with members from
across the U.S. and special guests from
around the BMW world celebrating
our love of BMWs, driving BMWs,
admiring concours BMWs; there’s food,
Spaten beer, wine, and BMW lore.

Did I mention the BMWSs?

Over its 44-year history O’Fest has
evolved into the one event that show-
cases all of the fun things the Club
does, in one place, in one week. You'll
meet members who share your passion
for BMW, but you'll also find a great
diversity of interests among the group.
The week offers many opportunities
to keep you entertained: enter, judge,
or attend a concours; vie for a trophy
in a TSD rally; enjoy a scenic drive;
compete in a fun rally; participate in
high-performance-driving schools at a
premier race track; entice your palate

on wine tours; compete in an auto-

www.ggcbmwecca.org
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cross; test your knowledge of BMW
trivia; pamper yourself with shopping
tours; test-drive new BMWs; learn
some new skills at a car-control clinic;
pick up some pointers at technical
sessions; go on sightseeing tours;

enter the photo contest; and more.

Since its inception, O’Fest has
been held in a different location each
year. The goal is to make it an easy
trip for members who live within a
day’s drive, while also providing a
great destination for members who
live farther away. For some members,
Oktoberfest is a must-attend event
every year, regardless of where it’s held.

O’Fest was last held in Northern
California in 1993, when the Golden
Gate chapter hosted it in Rohnert Park
(Sonoma County), with Sears Point as
our event track. That was twenty years
ago, so we're very excited to have O’Fest
2013 in our back yard again—this time
in Monterey, with Mazda Raceway
Laguna Seca as our event track. (The
list of past O’Fest locations can be
found here: www.tiny.cc/OFests_past.)

Monterey was selected as the O’Fest
site for many reasons. It is a lovely
premier vacation destination, and it has
world-famous Laguna Seca close by. But
I’ll leave the beatitudes to the Monte-
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NI 5o cial Activities: BMW CCA Oktoberfest

DATES: August 19-24, 2013
LOCATION: Monterey Peninsula

TYPE: Social, spectator, driving
events, touring, contests

REQUIREMENTS:
% Event fees and registration

DISCOUNTED HOTEL ROOMS AT:

Hyatt Regency Monterey
Hotel and Spa

EVENT WEBSITE:
www.bmweccaofest.org
OFEST PROMO VIDEO:
//tiny.cc/Ofest2013_promo

rey County Convention and Visitors
Bureau (www.seemonterey.com):

“So much to discover. Monterey offers
iconic California experiences. Experience
the top road trip in the United States as
you wind along the breathtaking Big Sur
coastline on Highway One. Book a Mon-
terey hotel on the beach, then explore the
shops and attractions of iconic Cannery
Row. Sip handcrafted wines at tucked-
away tasting rooms where the winemaker
might just be the person pouring. Take
a surfing lesson and carch a glimpse of
a barefoot beach wedding as you ride
your board to shore. Play 18 holes at
legendary golf courses. Monterey County

has something special for everyone.”

'The dates for Oktoberfest are
August 19-24, following on the heels
of two major BMW CCA regional
events during the Monterey Vintage
Week (see ): the Legends
Of The Autobahn and the Festorics
corral. Those in the know highly
encourage you to plan to be in Mon-
terey for both O’Fest and the Vintage
‘Week. The official O’Fest hotel is the
Hyatt Regency Monterey Hotel and
Spa on Del Monte Golf Course.

Come out and see what all the talk
is about. Register to attend, for one
day or five. Volunteer! And definitely
check out the official website. m
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— Driving Activities: overview of local tracks

Race Tracks In Otjr ﬁe

By Rodger Ball

ur chapter is blessed

by the racing gods of

Northern California. Our

base in the San Francis-
co Bay Area lends easy access to three
of America’s top race tracks: Mazda
Laguna Seca Raceway, Sonoma Race-
way, and Thunderhill Raceway Park.

Mazda Laguna Seca
Raceway, Monterey

Originally constructed in 1957,
Laguna Seca is our granddaddy of
race-track venues. Nestled in a quiet
valley in the California Coastal Range,
it has hosted many legendary races,
and continues to be a stopping point
for many of the top racing series. Each
year, on addition to the regular season
of spectacular events at Laguna Seca
(Spanish for “dry lakebed”), our Club
looks forward to a few special dates.

During several major racing week-
ends, our chapter hosts hospitality
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areas and exclusive parking areas, or
club corrals. These corrals provide
our members a rare opportunity to
get VIP treatment. Often, we get to
meet and talk with professional race
drivers and team members. Combine
this with an exciting day of watching
the races, and members leave with
memories they will never forget.

[7)
Memories of another kind are

born from the rare days our chapter is

blessed with a date for a high-perfor- ;

mance-driving school (HPDS) track
day at Laguna Seca. As a student, you'll
get to experience the historic 2.238-
mile, eleven-turn track for yourself.

There’s the thrill of the long hairpin
of Turn Two, the flat and fast Turns
Three and Four; then you brake into
Turn Five before powering into the
uphill section through Turn Six. As you
crest the hill at Seven, suddenly you
get the sense that you're on a wonder-
ful drive on top of a ridge—but don’t
daydream, because Turn Eight drops
you into the famous Corkscrew.

As you entering the Corkscrew, the
world quickly drops out from under
you, and gravity now assists acceler-
ation! Brake before Turn Nine, then
snake through Turn Ten until you reach
the brake-pad-brutal Turn Eleven. A
quick acute left turn puts you on the
front straight, where you floor the pedal

under the bridge, heading for the slight
bend of Turn One. On a typical day
you'll leave after four driving sessions
and, perhaps, a few instructor rides.

Sonoma Raceway (Sears Point)

At the northern tip of San Francisco
Bay, you'll find another track we call
home, Sonoma Raceway (formerly
known as Sears Point). An easy drive for
many of our members, this track offers
the ultimate in close-to-home action.

Constructed in 1968, this multipur-
pose track hosts both a drag strip and
a world-class road course. Like Laguna
Seca, this track calls many of the top
race series to its blacktop. You'll find
us there mostly for the road-course
events—but there are a few who enjoy
trying out their straight-line skills.

When we are there as spectators,
you'll typically find our Club corral atop
Turn Two. There you'll gather among
your fellow marque fans, perched
at one of the best places to view the
raceway’s action. Turn Two never fails

www.ggcbmwcca.org
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to provide a spectacle, as the cars get
light from cresting the hill and storm
into this off-camber corner, which
leads for a lot of tail-happy racing!

If youd rather drive than watch,
then you're in luck, as our chapter
also gets to challenge ourselves on
this track with our own cars. On our
driving-school days, members get to
experience this highly technical course.
Love it or hate it, you'll find that there

is no down time at Sears Point!

From the moment you enter the
twelve-turn, 2.52-mile track at Turn
One, it seems this track is all about
memory, blind corners, short straights,
and remembering to breathe. Your first
lesson comes at our favorite hangout,
Turn Two: Easy on the gas, or you'll
soon find yourself facing the wrong
way on a one-way road! Then Turns
Three and Three-A come in quick
succession; here, you crest a blind hill
and—when you do it right—drift
out just to the edge of the track.

Nail the right-hander at Four and
play with lateral grip as you sweep
through Turn Five. Turn Six is the
famous Carousel; as you approach,
it’s another dance over a hill before
spiraling down through the long,

+ At a glance:

CLUB EVENTS:
Car corrals at major races

High-performance-driving schools
TRACK WEBSITES:
www.mazdaraceway.com
WWWw.racesonoma.com
www.thunderhill.com
TURN-BY-TURN DESCRIPTIONS:
(from NorCal Shelby Club)

MAZDA LAGUNA SECA:
norcal-saac.org/ot/laguna.pdf
SONOMA RACEWAY:
norcal-saac.org/ot/sears.pdf
THUNDERHILL:
norcal-saac.org/ot/thillnew.pdf

www.ggcbmwecca.org

sweeping left. Get it right, and you
are at full acceleration as you enter
the straight chute to Seven. Get a
nice trail-brake going into that bob-
by-pin curve, and life is good!

The slalom of Turns Eight and
Eight-A sets you up for Nine and
Ten. After Nine, move over to track
left, and nail the entry into Ten.
Then it’s time for some heavy braking
for the low-speed hairpin at Eleven;
its exit brings you to Turn Twelve,
which shoots you into the drag race
back to Turn One, and you're on

your way around all over again.

Thunderhill Raceway Park

Make your way north past Sacra-

mento on I-5, and you can experience
the excitement of a lesser-known
hidden gem, Thunderhill Raceway.
Unlike our other two tracks, this one
doesn’t draw big series like NASCAR or
IndyCar—which can be a good thing.
While you won't find huge grandstands,
or miles of vendors, you will find a
venue focused on club racing and the
weekend warrior crowd, making a

more affordable rental fee for clubs.
Free trailer-power hookups, too!

Thunderhill is the home of the
popular 25 Hours of Thunderhill.
Or you can witness one of the 24
Hours of LeMons races—the infa-
mous endurance race series for $500
cars. Chances are you'll see someone
you know, racing or working on
a team. But most of the time, the
track is used by clubs like the BMW
CCA for driving schools or racing.

Owned by the SCCA, this three-
mile, fifteen-turn track was conceived
and constructed with safety and

education in mind. Its layout has
examples of just about every type of
corner you'll ever find on a track, and it
can be run either clockwise or count-
er-clockwise. The course has additional
configuration choices, and can be run
as a nine-turn or fifteen-turn course.
With lots of dirt run-off areas, it’s a

less intimidating place, if ever one of
those lapses in concentration bites you.

A typical counter-clockwise run goes
something like this: Enter on one of the
fastest corners of the track. Remember
to check your mirrors before merging
over into the apex. Then it’s a short
straight into the sweeping right-hander
of Turn Two. Here’s where you really
practice your throttle steer as you dance
around a seemingly endless corner.
Then it’s into the off-camber right-hand
Turn Three, where you set up for the
left-hander at Four; swing too wide,
and you'll pay for it. Now it’s up the
hill toward Turn Five, a section called
the Cyclone: It was designed to give
drivers the experience of the Cork-
screw at Laguna Seca. There you make
a lighter-than-air left turn before the
drop that leads to a right-hand sweep-
er that sets you up for left-hand Turn
Six. After a fast, flat left turn around
Seven, you prepare for the “Yes, the
tires will hold!” Turn Eight, where you
test your conviction and skill. When
you nail it, it’s a thing of joy as you try
to push the throttle past the firewall.

Racing up to crest the hill at Turn
Nine, you head down the short straight
for the banked left-hander at Ten. Brake
hard for the 90-degree left at Eleven
before making your way through the
capital-S of Turns Twelve and Twelve-A.
Work hard to set yourself up for a
fast exit and you'll be rewarded.

Now it’s time to glance at your
gauges, check for anybody who needs
to pass you, and get ready for the acute
long left U-turn at Fourteen. As you
exit, unwind the wheel and set up for
the right-hand Turn Fifteen—make
that one, and congratulations: You're
now one of those people to watch

for on the entry to Turn One! W
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Car-Control Clinic

By Canyon Chan

icture yourself in a lurid

slide in the rain, or facing

a split-second panic stop:

Do you instinctively know
the steps to safely maneuver your car

in these situations? These are not the
sorts of encounters that allow more than
one chance to get it right! Even if you
think you know what to do, it’s worth
your peace of mind to learn car-control
skills from experienced instructors in a
controlled, safe setting—and that’s what
we do at a car-control clinic (CCC).

Most drivers’-education courses
teach the rules of driving, but not the
hands-on skills you need for negotiating
various dangers on road. Car-control
skills are techniques learned through
practice; they’re fundamental to daily
driving, as well as high-performance
driving, These clinics provide an oppor-
tunity for you to learn and practice the
basics of car control through various
instructor-led exercises. Our clinics are
great not only for teenagers and begin-
ning drivers, but also for the seasoned
driver. In fact, for first-time high-perfor-
mance-driving-school (HPDS) students,
our car-control clinics are a prerequisite.

All you need to attend is a BMW
CCA membership, a valid driver’s
license—sorry, learner’s permits are
not accepted—and registration in
advance of the event. The registration
fee includes lunch. Two drivers can
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share one car; this requires two separate
paid registrations listing the one car.

What to expect?

You'll spend your day in the driver’s
seat, exploring vehicle dynamics in a
controlled environment. Our goal is to
prepare you with a fundamental foun-
dation of skills, from which you can
further develop your driving abilities.
The level of instruction is tailored to fit
the needs of each individual student.
The day-long clinic’s program consists
of a short morning lecture, followed

by three separate low-speed exercises.

The exercises include a skid pad,
a slalom course, and a braking and
accident-avoidance simulation. Each
exercise is prefaced with a short talk
about concepts specific to that exer-
cise. In these exercises, students learn
the proper use of the steering wheel,
brakes, and throttle as elements of
car control; mastering these skills will
better prepare you for situations that
may be encountered at speed during
everyday driving or on the track.

By strengthening your fundamental
car-control skills, and increasing your
awareness for what your car is doing
under a variety of circumstances, you’ll
better understand vehicle dynamics,
and be a safer and more controlled
driver. (Safety is our top priority at
this and all Club driving events!)

Registration Information

During the year, we typically con-
duct three or four clinics. The venue
is usually Candlestick Park in San
Francisco, or the Marina Airport in the
Monterey area. Registration links and
clinic dates are posted on the chapter
website. Registration for each clinic is
on a first-come, first-served basis, and
opens about six to eight weeks prior
to the event. If you want to be noti-
fied about the opening of registration,
we recommend that you sign up for
GGC’s event-announcement email list.

Car-control clinics are one of our
chapter’s most popular driving pro-
grams, and registration often fills
very quickly. If you plan to attend a
high-performance-driving school and

% TYPICAL SCHEDULE

08:00-Registration and
vehicle tech inspections

09:00-Morning lecture
10:00-Driving exercises commence

12:00-Lunch break, lunches
provided (instructors may give
demonstration rides during this time)

13:00-Driving exercises resume
17:00-Wrap-up meeting

17:30-Program concludes

www.ggcbmwcca.org
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need to take the clinic to fulfill the
prerequisite, please enroll in a clinic
as early as possible to ensure a spot.

Advanced CCC

In addition to our regular car-control
clinics, GGC holds advanced car-con-

trol clinics from time to time. This

program is targeted at novice HPDE

<+ At a glance:

DATES: Three to four time per year
EVENT HOURS: 08:00-17:30
LOCATIONS:

Candlestick Park, San Francisco

Marina Airport, Marina
PRICE RANGE: ~$125-150, depending
on venue and type of clinic
REQUIREMENTS:

S Valid driver’s license

% Advanced registration and

payment

EXPERIENCE NEEDED: None

EXPERIENCE LEVEL: Novice
to seasoned driver

CONTACT:
CarControl@ggcbmwcca.org
CCCINFO: www.ggcbmwecca.org/
driving-events/car-control-clinics

CONNECT ON THE FORUM:
www.ggcbmwcca.org/forum/
car-control-clinics

www.ggcbmwecca.org

and autocross partici-
pants, as well as inter-
mediate participants
who are interested in
refining their perfor-
mance-driving skills.
The program’s exercises
entail advanced skills
and topics like cor-
nering theory, driving
lines, advanced braking
techniques (such as
trail-braking), dynamic
weight transfer, and
heel-and-toe shifting.
Previous attendance at
a regular car-control
clinic or other high-per-
formance-driving

event is required. M
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Your North Bay BMW & Mini
Dealership Alternative

* A one stop shop for scheduled ‘ /

maintenance & performance upgrades
« Factory trained technicians using
the latest diagnostic equipment
* 10 bay facility with night drop
& shuttle service
« BMW CCA members receive
10% off parts and labor

515 Tuolumne Street
Vallejo, Galifornia 94590

(Right off Highway B0USolano Exif)

www.MServiceGarage.com

' MERCEDES
PORSCHE
BMW

AUDI

MINI

Maintaining your car
doesn’t have to be expensive

on all scheduled maintenance service & brake repairs!

German Auto Kraft

Service and
Check our monkhly

i = 700 Harbor Bivd, in Belmo
anAutokraft.com
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o Driving Activities: autocross

Autocross
By Jeff Roberts

ou may have seen the

autocross photos and results

posted in the Bombe, and

wondered, “Who are these
happy people, and what are they doing
with their cars every month? What is
this autocross thing all about? How do 1
get involved—and what can I expect?”

The Golden Gate Chapter auto-
cross series is the place for all levels
of driving enthusiasts to come and
learn about themselves and their cars’
capabilities by exploring limits in
a safe and controlled environment.
Our program is competitive, but well
known as a welcoming and friendly
atmosphere, where everyone can come

to learn the fine art of autocrossing,.

What is an autocross? It’s a form
of racing held on a large, paved, and
basically flat, open area—generally an
airport or open parking lot—where
competitors navigate an obstacle
course of traffic cones. Participants race
against the clock to see who can run
the course the fastest without knocking
down any cones. Autocross focuses
on car control, rather than flat-out
speed, and course speeds generally
don’t exceed legal freeway speeds.

Why is our program so success-
ful? The people! Our events are fun,
social events that fully immerse our

members in the experience. From
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the moment you park your car in
the paddock, you'll find that you're
among friends who are all willing to
help you make the most of your day.

Nervous? Apprehensive? Not sure
you can do it? Not to worry! All
first-timers and novice drivers will have
a trained coach in the passenger seat to
help you feel comfortable and navi-
gate you through the course. We use a
consistent teaching style to ensure that
you will get the most out of your day.

The Season

Our regular season consists of
monthly competition from April
through October. Each month features
a new course design. Members com-
pete against each other to accumulate
points toward trophies awarded to the
top three finishers in each car class.
The season wraps up with a special
competition on the first Saturday of
November: the Top Driver Shootout
(TDS), featuring a catered BBQ lunch.

Who can participate?

Any BMW CCA member is
welcome to participate in our auto-
crosses. No prior experience is necessary
to compete; in fact, we specialize in
first-timers! Only BMW or Mini drivers
are eligible to compete for trophies, but
we accept anyone who wants to join
the fun in any make or model of car.

Only licensed drivers age 16 or
older may drive at our events. If you're
under 18, your parents or guardians
must complete and sign a “minor
waiver” in order for you to participate.
We encourage parents to join their
kids—and kids to join their par-

ents—at these family-friendly events.

All participants must wear a
Snell 2005 or newer helmet to drive
or ride. If you don’t own one, we
have a limited number of loaners
available to you free of charge.

You want in! Now what?

First you need to visit our
online-classification system to select
a driver number and classify your car.
This easy-to-use website presents you
with questions about your car’s setup
or modifications, which calculates
a point total. Based on your points,
your car will be classed in one of seven
different classes; this ensures that you
compete against similarly-capable cars.

Sharing a car? We've got you covered!
The online system allows you to copy
a second driver’s car data as your own.

Once you have your driver number
and classification in hand, you'll sign up
for each event at MotorsportReg.com.
This is a simple process that gathers a
bit more information about you and
your experience level, and then takes
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take rides with experienced

Py pair e

folks. This increases your

learning—and it’s fun!

Ovidiu Predescl

Following registra-
tion, there is a mandatory
meeting where we go over
important safety informa-

payment information. When registra-

tion closes—usually the Wednesday
prior to the event—your credit card
is billed, and you are confirmed as a
participant. A detailed confirmation
e-mail is sent to everyone with all the
information needed for your day with
us. If you still have questions, just fire

off an email and we'll get back to you.

Race Day!

It’s finally race day! You're up early
and ready to go: the car is washed—you
want to look good in photos!—and
you've studied the course map, which
was posted on the forum earlier in the
week. Upon arrival at the venue, park
in the paddock, then make your way to
the registration trailer to sign in and get
your run sticker. Here you’ll be given
your run group and job assignment.
There’s time to grab a donut, head back
to place your numbers on your car, and
take it through tech inspection. Usually

this still leaves time to socialize a bit.

Our typical autocross has three
run groups. Throughout the day, your
group will rotate through periods of
work, drive, and rest. Every participant
under age 65 will work some kind of
job: on course as a cone-shagger, in
the trailer doing timing, or working
the grid, start, or finish line. During

your down time, we encourage you to

www.ggcbmwecca.org

tion, the schedule for the
day, and announcements
about upcoming Club
events. You are welcome
to ask questions during
the meeting. Afterwards,

all participants are invited
to walk the course and
mark the cones. The course
designer will provide a
guided group walk-through
for anyone who is interested. This is a
great opportunity to learn the course

and get tips on how to drive it best.

After the course walk, the first run
group is instructed to line up their
cars and get ready to race. Workers
gather at the trailer to don stylish
reflective vests and have a brief meet-
ing to cover their roles and respon-

sibilities of working on course.

Once all the workers are in position,
the course is hot—and we send out
the first car! Each run group typically
provides every driver with seven or
eight runs through the course. The
first run is timed, but considered to
be practice-only. Subsequent runs are
official times which are recorded in
our computer system. Your fastest time
is used to calculate the points you'll
receive for this event. Every partici-
pant receives at least one point just
for showing up—how cool is that?

When all three groups have had their
official runs, we offer optional fun runs,
if time permits. Fun runs are additional
timed runs on the course that don’t
count for the competition. The whole
group is split in half, then a flip of a
coin determines who heads out on
course to work and who drives. Halfway
through, the groups swap places. This is

DATES: monthly, April to November
(see forum or GGC online calendar)

EVENT HOURS: 07:00 - 18:00
(or until dusk)

LOCATIONS:
Marina Airport, Marina

Candlestick Park, San Francisco
PRICE: Marina events $50, optional
sandwich $5; Candlestick events TBD
REQUIREMENTS:
% Snell 2005 or newer helmet (some
loaners available)
Y Licensed driver, age 16 or older
¥ Pre-registration at
MotorsportReg.com
EXPERIENCE NEEDED: none, but a
car-control clinic is very helpful
EXPERIENCE LEVEL: novice to advanced
CONTACT: Autocross@ggcbmwcca.org
AUTOCROSS INFO:
www.ggcbmwecca.org/
driving-events/autocross
CONNECT ON THE FORUM:
www.ggcbmwcca.org/forum/autocross

a great opportunity to try out a buddy’s
car or get more practice in your own.

The day ends with everyone helping
to stack cones and pack the equipment
into the chapter trailer. Those who stay
late usually go to dinner together at a
nearby restaurant. This is the time for
storytelling and boasting about your
mad driving skills, or to fire up the
excuse generator to explain why you
were so slow. But it’s all in good fun!

Come join us!

If you don’t have a vivid picture
of what our autocross program is all
about yet, our chapter forum is active,
and we invite you to join up and
participate in the dialog. Page through
the photo and video threads from
past events to get a better feel for the
event. We're here to help make your
first autocross the best time ever! W
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High-Performance Advanced Driving

By Tammi Hull

hat could be better
than the ultimate

driving school

for the ultimate
driving machine—with an ultimate
driving coach? As you've learned by
now, your BMW has some pretty
amazing performance and handling
capabilities. Its prowess might even be
encouraging you to push its limits...
and yours. But where’s the safest place
to do this? We think it’s on a race track.
That’s why the Golden Gate Chapter
offers high-performance advanced-driv-
ing schools at race tracks in our area.

High-performance, advanced
driving is an art and a science; that’s
why GGC’s schools provide one-
on-one instruction and coaching in
your car. Why your car? So you can
experience the art of driving firsthand
in a vehicle you're familiar with. And
our classroom sessions on the physics,
theories, and techniques help you better
understand the science of driving.

But what does this all mean, really?
If you read our recently updated
event-preparation guide, the New
Performance Driver’s Guide—we

call it the Guide—you'll find:

“You'll be driving your car at speed
on a race track, learning ro better control
your car and understand how it reacts to

your hands and feer. This will help prepare
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you for emergencies, both on the track
and on the street. While you will explore
both your own and your cars capabilities,
you won't be pushed or encouraged to go
any faster than is comfortable for you.

You are not zzttending a racing
school; racing and lap timing are strictly
Jorbidden. This is not practice for any
racing or speed contest. Until you have
much more experience, you will have
a trained instructor with you in your
car whenever you are on the track.”

GGC driving schools are very
structured and safe. Safety is our
number-one goal and we have an
excellent track record, with very few
incidents in over 25 years of providing
high-performance-driving schools.

If you are concerned about pos-
sible damage to your car, be aware
that recent changes to many auto-
mobile policies have limited coverage
while at a driving school. However,
high-performance-driving event
(HPDE) insurance coverage is avail-
able through Lockton insurance at a
very reasonable price—and they offer
a BMW CCA discount. (See sidebar

for a link for more information.)

Our instructor corps is very experi-
enced; many have been instructing for
over twenty years, and a good num-
ber have extensive racing experience.

The focus for our instructors is good

communication with their students. To
again quote the Guide: “Your instruc-
tor will have considerable track-driving
experience and will have received special
training to help you learn comfortably
and quickly. The Golden Gate Chapter,
along with the rest of the Pacific Region
[of the BMW CCA]J, has spent over
twenty years building a top-notch corps
of experienced and talented instructors.”

Many believe that our instruction
and coaching are on a par (and some
say it’s better!) with professional driving
schools like Skip Barber at Mazda
Raceway Laguna Seca and SimRace-
way at Sonoma Raceway at Sears Point
(formerly Jim Russell Racing). In fact,
several of our instructors and coaches
have gone on to become instructors for
these companies, and some continue

instructing with us at the same time.

Price-wise, we offer the best deal.
Compare other schools to ours:
SimRaceway offers a one-day school
at Sears Point—in your car, not
theirs—for $695. This is their Stage 1
class, comparable to our beginners’
group; more advanced courses esca-
late in price. Our schools cost less
than that for a two-day school!

But what about other organizations
who provide track days, lapping days,
open track time, and driving schools?
We believe that our instruction and
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coaching are a big part of what sets us
apart from other track events. You will
have the same instructor or coach for
the entire day; for two-day events, you
have the advantage of different coaches.
Even if you've been signed off to drive
solo, our instructors are still always

available and eager to work with you.

GGC driving schools are dif-
ferent from others in a few oth-
er significant ways, too:

Track sessions are four 30-minute
sessions, instead of their four 20-min-
ute sessions. That’s 120 minutes versus
80 minutes—50% more track time!

The number of students allowed
in any GGC run group is limited to
25-30. Others try to get as many cars
on the track as they can; the rule of
thumb for track management is to allow
a maximum of 30 cars per track mile.
For Thunderhill—a little over three
miles—this translates to a possible 90

925.947.6848
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cars on track. Sonoma Raceway is 2.52
miles; that’s 75.6 cars. And Laguna
Seca is 2.238 miles—that’s 67 cars.

Our level of instruction and the
quality of our events compare impres-
sively to other track opportunities.

We are especially proud of our all-vol-
unteer, not-for-profit driving schools,
a special and beneficial program for
BMW CCA members to enhance their
driving experience. We're excited to

announce an expansion of our program

A
-

DATES: 2-3 times a year

LOCATIONS:
Tracks listed on page 14.
REQUIREMENTS:
% Pre-registration and fee
% Licensed driver, 18 or older
(no permits)
% Completion of a Car-Control Clinic
% Snell 2005 or newer helmet
(loaners available)
% Tech inspection at your choice of
repair shop
% Carin solid, working condition

(no convertibles)
DRIVING SCHOOL INFO:
//tiny.cc/GGC-HPDS

NEW PERFORMANCE-DRIVER
GUIDE PDF:

//tiny.cc/GGC_HPDS_prep
HPDE INSURANCE: (optional),
BMW CCA discount available

www.motorsportreg.com/
index.cfm/event/hpdeinsurance

in 2013 for our more
experienced students,
with a higher-level
advanced form of
coaching that includes
data acquisition.

Join us—and
find out what all the
fun and excitement
are all about! m

CORPORATE
ALTO WORKS

Specialist in
BMW, Mercedes Benz,
Mini Cooper and Volvo

Service and Repair

e ? Z

The prefarred choice since 1981

650-691-9477

770 Yuba Drive
Maountain View Ca

WAL -\.i'I::::II::I'I'!::l.l.:\‘r'l\.:'k' co

Creek, CA 94596

service

(5710) 582-0201
19592 Center Street
Castro Valley, CA 94546

From Ceneration o Generation

AUTO ANALYSTS 1
BMW Specialists Since 1982

SERVICE - PARTS - TIRES

AMIL SINGH
wiww.autoanalysts2,.com
autcanalysts2 @yahoo.com
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Gool Garbon:

Trackstar Racing offers personalized care

for every Ulimate Driving Machine,

Thie difference?

Individual attention and clear
cammunication from a BMW faciory
trained Maoster Technician. With
competitive rates and 33 years of
exparience, your salslachion is

guarantesd,

Steve Casaletto 5
650.961.2350 Ua
" <l’ european auto source
77— © N O
213%9-00L0 MIDDLEFIELD WAY MOUNTAIN VIEW CA %4043

Buy your BMW parts online.

Introducing the smartest BMW store on the worldwide web. Simply enter your Bimmer's
year and model; we'll show you only those parts that fit your car (plus universal stuff
such as Zymol). You'll get exactly what you need, even if you don't know the BMW part

number. Log on and give it a try. It's just like driving your BMW — fast, safe and fun.

bavauto.com

Same-day Shipping = Best Price Guarantee

BAVARIAN
|I. autosport

Phone 800.535.2002 - Fax 800.507.2002
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Bavarian Professionals, Berkeley

avarian Professionals,
located in West Berkeley,
has been one of the Bay

Area’s premier BMW shops
for nearly three decades. Their history
began in 1984 when Michael Dennison
left his job as a design engineer—he
realized that he was more interested

in learning to perform the perfect

valve job than the latest engineering
analysis—to found the business under
the name of Two Thousand Two.

At first the focus was on the iconic
2002 and other BMW classic cars,
but soon expanded to all BMWs.

In 1989, making good use of his
UC Berkeley engineering degree,
Michael designed and constructed a
purpose-built facility on 7th Street
in Berkeley for servicing BMWs.

Not long afterwards, Nat Sears
became an integral part of the com-
pany. Bavarian Professionals has
steadily grown over the decades,
and has recently occupied a second
purpose-built facility next door.

BP’s guiding philosophy has never
wavered: combine technical exper-
tise with a craftsman’s attention to
detail, in order to provide BMW

owners with exemplary service.

From BP’s inception, BMW-specific
technical knowhow has been recognized
as central to efficient service and repair
work. The never-ending accumulation
of BMW expert knowledge takes place
in many ways; BP team members attend

www.ggcbmwecca.org

scores of formal-training seminars held
throughout the U.S. and in Germany.

BP’s culture of information-sharing
often leads to problems being solved
through the input of several team
members. Bavarian Professionals makes
use of its relationships with a large
number of the brightest BMW instruc-
tors and techs throughout the world.

BP has helped found BMW tech-
nical forums, and worked with BMW
over the years to lobby for indepen-
dent shops to have access to factory
tech info. After taking part in a BMW
tech-panel discussion of shop owners
at a BMW CCA Oktoberfest in the
mid-"90s, Dennison suggested a forum
where BMW techs could meet on a
regular basis to exchange ideas on how
to better diagnose and service BMWs.
This idea led to the creation of Bim-
mers.org and the annual tech meet-
ing—both resounding successes that
have done much to raise the level of
BMW independent shops throughout
the country. Drawing from this pool
of techs, a committee was formed that
met with the EPA and BMW North
America and successfully lobbied BMW
to open up access to tech info and tools.

But all the knowledge in the world
is of litdle value without an equally
strong commitment to craftsmanship.
At BD, there is no such thing as an
adequate job; “Bavarian Professionals
work” signifies that the job was done as
well as a job can possibly be done. BP

s Shop Biography: Bavarian Professionals

combines an engineer’s love of a prob-
lem with a passion for craftsmanship,
effecting a repair and knowing that it
could not be done to a higher standard.

In 1997, BP held the first-ever
M Car Day, bringing together over a
hundred M cars and their owners to
enjoy a catered lunch and a series of
educational talks and demonstrations.
The head of the BMW NA’s Motorsport
division, upon learning of the event,
called BP to say, “You know, that is
exactly the kind of event we should
be putting on.” The following year,
they paid the ultimate compliment by
hosting their own M Day USA at the
Spartanburg factory in South Carolina.

BP provides BMW owners with
comprehensive service, from in-house
four-wheel alignments and tire work
to troubleshooting the latest models.
BMW loaner cars are provided free of
charge, as is a local shuttle service. We
install factory parts that come with
two-year, unlimited-mileage warran-
ties; our labor is warrantied forever.

BP has supported the BMW CCA
for decades by attending Club events,
putting on educational seminars for
members, and offering members a
10% discount on all labor. m

Bavarian Professionals
1218 7th St

Berkeley, CA 94710
510 524-6000

www.bavpros.com
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. Shop Biography: Bill Arnold, Independent

Bill Arnold

Independent BMW specialist in San Rafael

ill Arnold opened his
BMW repair shop in 1990
because he wanted to offer a

higher level of quality repair
than he saw being provided by others.
Arnold quickly became renowned for
his special diagnosing talents—he’s
often “borrowed” by other shops—

and even a dealer or two—when they
can't figure out what’s wrong
with a BMW. Some call him
“the BMW whisperer.”

As a long-time champion
autocross competitor, driv-
ing-school instructor, and racer,
Bill has supported the Golden
Gate Chapter—and the BMW
CCA—in many ways. For
years, Bill was Billy The Wrench
at chapter driving schools,
trying to fix whatever affliction
had befallen students’ and
instructors BMWs during the
track weekend. Arnold was also
the chapter’s technical advisor,
available to answer BMW ques-
tions by telephone. He cur-
rently volunteers as a technical
steward for the national BMW
CCA Club Racing program,

and as a technical steward
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for NASA, on the local level and for

their national championship races.

Arnold’s technical inspections for
driving-school students and racers alike
benefit from his firsthand knowledge
of what driving a BMW on the race
track can do to it. He has built several
race cars, and been consulted on several

'.-f'_ ;,,—u FE T,

——— ,I'J- T

ey

“Bill is an amazing mechanic.
I've known him for 22 years
and not once have I been
disappointed. BMWss are his
passion and it shows in his
workmanship, his encyclopedic
knowledge, and in the big
smile he greets you with. You
will be smiling from start to
finish knowing you are in good
hands with a real person who
loves what he does and does it

well.”—Dr. Lynn Marran

series’ rules about BMW specifica-
tions. His technical abilities have been
recognized with special awards and
recognition from the Cannonball One
Lap of America, the BMW CCA,
NASA, La Carrera Panamericana, and
the Targa Newfoundland rally—which

Arnold won three years in a row.

Arnold has built up a loyal clientele
by practicing a simple philosophy:
Do the repair right the first time—
with no corner-cutting—and charge
for the actual time it takes (usually
less than what the guidelines say it
should be). At Arnold’s shop, you
will get quality for the right price.
No wonder Bill even has BMW
dealership employees as customers!

To experience Bill's quali-
ty workmanship for yourself,
call him or visit the shop. ®

Bill Arnold

Independent BMW specialist
68 Woodland Ave #D

San Rafael, CA

415 459-2697

www.ggcbmwcca.org
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EDGE Motorworks

L Shop Biography: Edge Motor Works

Your Full-Service Performance and Maintenance Shop

ince it first opened, EDGE

Motorworks has been a part

of the BMW community.

As a BMW CCA supporting
shop, we do tech inspections for BMW
track events; we also volunteer at the
car-control clinics, and always give

Club-member discounts on all labor.

How it Began
Erik Lind and Gordon White were

busy software executives. Looking for

a break from the pressures of life in
high tech, they began working with
friends on their autocross and track cars
whenever they had time—and wherever
they had room. The high-tech life was
getting old and the writing was on the
wall: Sell the software company and
open an automotive service center. A
little over eight years ago, they incorpo-
rated EDGE Motorworks and opened
their first single-bay facility in Dublin.

From the moment they opened
their doors, EDGE Motorworks only
hired technicians from within the
racing community. This brought a
level of passion for cars and customers
that helped EDGE to grow rapidly;
soon they opened their second service
bay. A third and fourth bay, mount-
ing and balancing equipment, and

an alignment bay soon followed.

EDGE Motorworks offers
extensive services to their rapidly

www.ggcbmwecca.org

growing clientele—from gener-

al maintenance to building race
cars, they are a full-service shop.

EDGE Motorworks has facilities

in Dublin and Mountain View.

EDGE Motorworks offers
the following services:

» Complimentary track-day
tech inspections for BMW
CCA and NASA members

» Complimentary under-
car inspection

» Fault-code scanning and clearing
» Pre-purchase inspections

» Full-maintenance services
on late-model BMW and
Mini Cooper vehicles

» Chassis tuning and track prepara-
tion on most makes and models

» Brakes and suspension service

» Wheel-and-tire services with
leverless tire mounting and
road-force balancing equipment

» Complete engine and trans-
mission maintenance

» Cooling-system overhaul

» Alignment with the state-of-the-
art Hunter alignment system

» Drivetrain and exhaust
» Electrical

» Race-car construction, tuning,
support, and maintenance

Racing at EDGE
EDGE began with autocross,

tracking, and racing—and they
haven’t stopped. They have raced

and won in NASA Spec E30, time
trials, and endurance competitions,
including two 25 Hours of Thun-
derhill podium finishes. If you go to
the track in Northern California, you
are bound to see them there! m

Dublin

6443 Golden Gate Drive
Dublin, CA 94568

(925) 245-0773

Mountain View

2235 Old Middlefield Way
Mountain View CA 94043
(925) 245-0773 ext. #3
www.edgemotorworks.com
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Lo Shop Biography: H & B, inc.

By Allen Hardy, founder

ack in 1968, BMW was still
a novelty brand, and my
new 2002 was an insider’s

status symbol. It turned
out that early BMW owners had to
learn how to fix them, right alongside

a handful of novice dealers. As I was
wrenching my way through grad school,
this was not an impossible challenge.

Then the six-cylinder BMW's
appeared. These wonderful machines
performed far beyond their competi-
tion, but they did bring some problems:
overheating, quirky carburetors, and
more. BMW couldn’t print service
bulletins fast enough. The rareness of
these cars caused enthusiasts to con-
gregate; by 1973, I found myself in
a circle of BMW enthusiasts, includ-
ing the founders of this chapter.

In 1974, I went public with a proper
shop on San Pablo Avenue in Berkeley,
and took on a partner later that year. As
BMW models multiplied, we added a
dedicated engine and transmission shop,
and expanded our parts department. In
1978, we relocated to larger premises,

which allowed us to develop a line of
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tuning parts, a full machine shop, and
restoration facilities. We even imported
a few exotic BMWs like the M1, and
federalized them for
U.S. owners. Our cars
appeared on the cover

of Road & Track and in

other car magazines.

In 1995 we
moved to our current
11,000-square-foot
building at 2300 4th
Street, where we have
more room for rou-
tine maintenance, the
machine shop, and for
restoration projects. We
also built a new techni-
cal library and expanded
our computer networks.

Here at H&B, inc.,
we have worked with BMWs through
several generations of technology:
from the early carburetors and igni-
tion points; to K-Jetronic and early
engine management computers; to
Motronic and programmable (and
reprogrammable) DME:s; to distributed

inc. BMW and Mini Cooper Specialists in Berkeley

processing architectures and multiple
data buses on the latest cars. Evolving

technologies have kept us on our toes,

and connectivity to BMW shortens
our learning curve by delivering the
needed information faster than ever.

But an ongoing challenge dating
back to 1974 is still with us: how to
keep maintenance affordable, There’s
no going back to the prices of the old
days, and newer cars have many more
features, of ever-increasing complexity.
Our goal now, as always, is to keep
these fine cars on the road and running
the way they’re supposed to—afford-
ably, and for as long as possible.

For more about our services and

resources, visit our web site. W

H&B, inc.

2300 4th Street
Berkeley, CA 94710

Tel: 510 549-1515.
info@hbspecialists.com
www.hbspecialists.com
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s Shop Biography: Mservice

Mservice, Inc., Walnut Creek, CA
Your independent BMW, Mini, Mercedes, Audi, and VW specialists

“We care as much about

service is the reliable

alternative to dealer
service for mainte-
nance and repair,
whether your automobile is fresh out
of the showroom or has logged thou-
sands of pleasurable miles. Providing
outstanding service and value since
1984, they are the largest independent
European automotive-repair service
center in Walnut Creek, California.
Unlike other independent centers, they
can provide factory parts and coding,
programming, and software updates.

But what really sets them apart is
their people. Helpful and friendly, the
Mservice team is dedicated to provid-
ing high-quality workmanship and
exceptional customer service; 99.3%
of their customers say they would refer
friends and family. Most employees

SERVICE, INC. T

have been with the company more
than fourteen years. This speaks to

the quality of management, but it also
rewards customers with consistency of
service—the team gets to know you and
your car. No one is on commission, so
no unnecessary services are ever offered.
The staff shares a true passion for cars;
most worked their way up through

the ranks to become the specialized
journeymen technicians they are today.

Owner Dante Paulazzo started work-
ing on a BMW race car as a shop boy at
age fifteen. From there, he worked his
way up to apprentice, and then trained
to become a journeyman technician—a
position he enjoyed for many years. He
was put in the “driver’s seat” as man-
aging partner of Mservice at age 24,
and became the sole owner in 1991.

“Great service, as usual. Mservice costs less than the dealer,

and doesn’t try to pressure you into having work done that

isn’t needed. Overall, a great place to take your car.”—/ohn

www.ggcbmwecca.org

=y your car as you do!”

Dante and Mservice have been
members of the Golden Gate Chapter
of the BMW CCA since 1984. The

entire team enjoys being involved with

the Club. Dante considers the Club
interaction invaluable for networking
and referrals, and appreciates what
the chapter has done for his business.
Also, as an eight-year SCCA racer
and winner of the 2012 ITA Cham-
pionship, Dante credits the Club
with giving him his best race train-
ing, bar none. In fact, he and three
other Mservice technicians serve as
driving instructors for BMW CCA’s
high-performance-driving schools.

They know your car, and
what it can be capable of.

To make your visit as conve-
nient as possible, Mservice provides
express service, shuttle service, rental
cars, before-and-after-hours drop-
off, online appointments, a rewards
program, and even same-day financ-
ing, if needed. Parts and labor carry
a two-year, 24,000-mile warranty.
Visit us at www.mserviceinc.com
for all things Mservice, Inc. |

Responsive, professional,
courteous—to you and your car.

Scan the QR code with your
smartphone to see what our customers

say about us! tiny.cc/Mservice_reviews

ElfAE

i

Mservice, Inc.

2008 Mount Diablo Blvd.
Walnut Creek, CA 94596
925 932-8744
www.mserviceinc.com
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NI Golden Gate Chapter: ad index and fine print

IMPORTCONNECTION

Servicing BMW's in Campbell since 199

BMW Scheduled Inspections and Service
Preventive Maintenance, Repairs and
Upgrades for:

v Engine

v Transmission and Driveline
v Suspension

v Brakes

408-379-7828

25 8. Central Ave in Campbell, California

We are passionate about BMW's and it shows in our work

Commercial Advertising

This publication is read monthly by over 4,300 BMW enthusiasts in Northern Cali-
fornia. Deadline for new ad artwork is the fifth day of each month prior to publication.
Please submit artwork to the Advertising Manager.

Commercial advertisers are responsible for supplying their own ad copy. All com-
mercial advertising must be paid in advance. Contact the Advertising Manager for
further details: Advertising@ggcbmwcca.org. Please note, this publication is sent

Bulk Rate USPS.

Magazine Advertising Rates:

Committo:  Tissue  2-3issues  4-7issues  8-10issues

Inside black and white ads:
Full page 9344 $327 $310 $275
1/2 page $188 $179 $169 $150
1/4 page $135 $125 $113 $105
Bus. card $ 88 $84 $79 $70
Inside color ads:
Full page 9500 5475 $450 $400
1/2 page $263 %250 %237 $210
1/4 page $175 %166 $156 $146
Bus. card $99 $94 $89 $84
Specified Placement fee: 25% of ad cost/mo.
Inside front/back cover:
Full page 9513 5488 $462 $410
Back Cover: §775 $737 $698 $620
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Golden Gate Chapter, BMW CCA, Inc. is a nonprofit Califor-
nia corporation, it is a chapter of the BMW Car Club of America,
and is not connected with Bayerische Motoren Werke AG or
BMW of North America. Die Fliisternde Bombe is a publication
of the Golden Gate Chapter, all ideas, opinions, and suggestions
expressed in regard to technical or other matters are solely those
of the authors, and no authentication, endorsement, or guaran-
teeis expressed orimplied. Golden Gate Chapter BMW CCA, Inc.
assumes no liability for any of the information contained herein.
No factory approval isimplied unless so indicated. Modification
of your BMW within the warranty period may void the warranty,
and some modifications may violate federal or state laws or regu-
lations. All contents remain the property of the chapter, but BMW
CCA chapters may quote or copy from the publication, provided
full credit is given to the author, photographer, and the Golden
Gate Chapter, unless otherwise noted or specifically prohibited.

Chapter mailing address:

Golden Gate Chapter BMW CCA

68 Mitchell Blvd, Suite 240

San Rafael, CA 94903

The BMW Car Club of America, Inc. is a not-for-profit national
association of over 70,000 members, dedicated to the enjoyment
of driving BMWs. Membership is not limited to BMW owners
and aims to provide access to driving and social events, main-
tenance and technical information, parts discounts, and more.
Dues are $48 per year, with an associate member added for $10
more. Members receive the monthly Roundel magazine and a
newsletter from their local chapter, or from a chapter of their
choice. The Golden Gate Chapter is one of the largest chapters
in the BMW CCA with over 4,300 members.

For a new membership or to renew an existing one, please
call toll free 800 878-9292 or visit www.bmwcca.org. Visa and
Mastercard accepted.

BMW CCA mailing address:

640 South Main St., Suite 201

Greenville, SC 29601

Phone: 864 250-0022

Fax: 864 250-0038

www.bmwcca.org

Membership updates: Membership address corrections
are only accepted at the BMW CCA website or national office.

Privacy: By joining the BMW Car Club of America (BMW CCA),
you provided personal information that allows us to contact you.
BMW CCA provides this information to the Golden Gate Chapter
(GGC), BMW CCA for the following purposes:

4+ To send the GGC magazine

(Die Fliisternde Bombe) by U.S. Mail.
+ To help us create content and
events most relevant to you.

+ To alert you to updated information and

other new services from ggcbmwcca.org
using an email announcement list.

GGC BMW CCA does not distribute personal information to
any third parties. The information you provide to BMW CCA to
be used by the GGC will not be used for any other purpose—
we promise.

Publishing: Die Fliisternde Bombe is produced month-
ly (except for combined issues Nov/Dec and Jan/Feb).
Article/photo submission deadline is the first day of each
month prior to publication. Submissions go to the editor at:
Bombe@ggcbmwecca.org.

www.ggcbmwcca.org
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alarm? Two radars working the same road?

Reads instantly.
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More LEDs glow as radar
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One’

Call toll-free 1-800-331-3030

[] Valentine One Radar Locator with Laser Detection - $399
[] Carrying Case - $29 [ ] Concealed Display - $39

Plus Shipping / Ohio residents add sales tax

30-Day Money-Back Guarantee

Valentine One is a registered trademark of Valentine Research, Inc.

Mike Valentine
Radar Fanatic

© 2012 VRI

¥alentine

p Valentine Research, Inc.
Department No. YV13
10280 Alliance Road
Cincinnati, Ohio 45242

RADAR LOCATOR

=

Ph 513-984-8900
Fx 513-984-8976
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At Commerce Printing, we are committed to minimizing the environmental impact of our operations.
From simply recycling our paper trimmings to powering our entire facility with wind energy, we remain
dedicated to the conservation of our natural resources for the present as well as future generations.
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